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In 1806, Jane Austen’s relative, the Reverend Thomas Leigh, 

inherited huge estates and the mood in the extended 

Leigh/Austen family was jubilant. But within a few years, 

bizarre events were being reported: the removal and 

destruction of monuments in the village church, fraud, and 

the eviction of villagers who dared talk of events. In later 

years, it would even be alleged that the family engaged in 

murder as part of a cover-up. For the first time, this book 

tells the whole story in which lawyer Charles Griffin, who 

tried to expose matters, ended up in gaol for his pains.

Brilliantly constructed, minutely researched and docu-

mented, this book is a window into the days when some-

one’s existence could depend on whether or not it was 

actually recorded for posterity — in this instance by unusu-

ally hard evidence: the monument stone of the title which 

disappeared from a church wall along with various people 

who knew of its existence.

It is an account that connects Austen, Byron, Scottish bridge 

engineer John Rennie and Henry Brougham (future Lord 

Chancellor) plus other famous lawyers and individuals of the 

age with the wealth, power, influence and allegedly dubious 

activities of both the landed gentry and downtrodden rural 

poor, the former so powerful that, so it was claimed, attempts 

were made to re-write social, legal and local history.

Key Selling Points
• A largely hidden story of power, wealth, and 

allegations of attempts to re-write history in the 
pursuit of a vast inheritance.

• Linked to Jane Austen’s own family.
• Suggests and describes an almost unbelievable 

sequence of yet to be settled  events.
• A true story worthy of a plot from one of Austen’s 

novels (Stoneleigh Abbey has been compared to 
Northanger Abbey and some of the individuals 
and events to her fictional characters and story 
lines as described in the book).

• A mystery still waiting to be solved, it captures 
the essence and flavour of the age including uses 
and abuses of privilege and the law.

Author
Judy Stove is an academic based at the University of New 

South Wales, a role she balances with working in school 

administration. After studying classics at the University of 

Sydney, she worked for the Australian Commonwealth 

Departments of Defence and Finance. She is married with 

two adult sons, and is an active member of the Jane Austen 

Society of Australia.
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